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If you have to prove a theorem, do not rush. First of all, 

understand fully what the theorem says, try to see clearly what it 

means. Then check the theorem; it could be false. Examine the 

consequences, verify as many particular instances as are needed 

to convince yourself of its truth. When you have satisfied yourself 

that the theorem is true, you start proving it. 
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Where should I start? Start from the statement of the 

problem. ... What can I do? Visualize the problem as a 

whole as clearly and as vividly as you can. ... What can I 

gain by doing so? You should understand the problem, 

familiarize yourself with it, impress its purpose on your 

mind. 


